
M16 Rifle New Weapon Gives Troops Rapid-Fire Advantage

FAREWELL, GUNNY
R. Lee Ermey, iconic 

Marine drill sergeant

The Fighting  
Canadians

Northern neighbors  
join U.S. forces

‘That Terrible Day’
Bird Dog pilot aids  

ambushed Marines

 Into the 
Quagmire

Fateful memo to JFK 
led LBJ to war

South Vietnam is “not 
an excessively diicult or 

unpleasant place to operate.”
—Gen. Maxwell Taylor, 

Nov. 1, 1961
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Personalized 
Laptop Tote 
Handsome, 
rugged, practical. 
Cotton-lined can-
vas, cushioned 
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OH, CANADIANS
When some Americans went to Canada 
to avoid military service, thousands of 
Canadians traveled south to join up.
By Bob Gordon

On the cover
U.S. troops in Vietnam 
trudge through water  
in an undated photo.
BETTMANN/GETTY IMAGES;  
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CATKILLERS OVER CON THIEN

When the North Vietnamese Army ambushed a Marine 
unit, Cessna O-1 Bird Dogs hunted down the attackers 
and directed airstrikes at them. 
By Paul X. Rutz

KILLER TECH: 
INFANTRY ARMS

Ground troops in Vietnam 
carried an array of powerful 
new weapons into combat.
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The case for combat troops in Vietnam 
relied on flawed arguments.  
By David T. Zabecki

STEALING 
VALOR 

An Army clerk 
discovered a 
plot to claim 
undeserved 
medals—and 
then saw the 
true bravery of 
another soldier 
go unrewarded.  
By Francis Hamit
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HIT HARD 
The North Vietnamese Army 
assaulted the Marine base at Con 
Thien for much of September 1967, 
an attack recounted in this issue’s 
article on the rugged O-1 Bird Dog 
airp lane. To read more about the 
base, visit HistoryNet.com and 

search: “Con Thien.” 

stunning photos, our website puts 

fought in one of America’s most 
controversial wars.

Let’s connect
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Go digital 
Vietnam magazine is available 
on Zinio, Kindle and Nook.
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F
rom the Delta to the DMZ, young 
Americans answered the call to duty 
and proudly served- many with “Old 

Slabsides,” better known as the “.45.” In military 
nomenclature, Uncle Sam called it the “M1911A1 
Service Pistol.” It was the most powerful military 
sidearm ever issued in the world. And with it in 
Vietnam, American servicemen drove more nails 

to its eventual fall.
 But Vietnam would be the .45’s last war 

afterwards, so America could comply with 
NATO ammo logistics, it was retired and 
replaced by the less-powerful 9mm. So now, the 
“.45 era” and our Veterans who fought with it 
are passing into military history.
 As America honors the 50th Anniversary 
of the Vietnam War, The American Historical 
Foundation is proud to salute those who served 
in the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War, 

military pistol. Each Vietnam Tribute .45 is a 
® Government Model® pistol and 

24-Karat Gold Plating
When you pick up this almost two and a 

half pound slab of steel and gold, you will know 

 Like the polished black granite of the 

in its mirror-polished steel, blued to gloss black 
and richly plated with genuine 24-Karat Gold.

Historical Symbolism
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panoply, with borders of strapped bamboo 
and dragons, the Asian symbol of power and 
protection. Historical inscriptions include the 
dates of the war and General Westmoreland’s 
praise of all who served, along with the 
Republic of Vietnam Service Medal surmounted 

bamboo and dragons continues, in etching and 
24-Karat Gold plating, across the reverse of the 
slide.
 The trigger, hammer, slide stop, magazine 
catch, safety lock and grip screws are 24-Karat 
Gold plated.

“Double Diamond” pattern. Inset in each grip is 
a full-color, cloisonné medallion, incorporating 

 The Vietnam War Tribute .45 is strictly limited 
to only 2,500 pistols, worldwide. Each pistol 
is engraved with its special Registry Number 

accompany your Tribute.

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 This museum-quality .45 is available 

Foundation. You can reserve with a small 
deposit, and a convenient monthly payment 
plan is available. To place your reservation, 
please return the Reservation Request or call our 
Member Relations Staff, toll free, at 1-800-368-
8080.
 If you don’t have a Federal Firearms 
License, we will help coordinate delivery with 

your reservation is received here. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed or return in 30 days for a full refund.

today – and as a family heirloom tomorrow – 
says you’re proud of America’s Armed Forces 

and those who proudly served, honoring that 
which President Reagan concluded,
“Ours was, in truth, a noble cause.”

®

 To safely protect your Vietnam War .45 from dust and 

unauthorized handling, a Display Case is available.
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As a veteran of air-to-air combat with 
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The F-4 Phantom’s 

performance in 
Vietnam’s air war  
is up for debate.

-
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Vietnam editor
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managed to rack up 25 kills with 

its internal 20 mm gun or missiles. 

The F-4C and D Phantom IIs had 

no internal gun and depended on 

their missiles to bring down MiGs. 

The high rate of missile failure cut 

down on MiG kills. Gun pods were 

on F-4 kills. When the F-4E came 

out, it had an internal gun and 

performed well. If the F-4 had 

come out with an internal gun at 

the beginning, the kill rates would 

have been much better. 
Daniel Edwards 
Retired technical sergeant 
U.S. Air Force, Udorn air base 
Thailand 1970-71
Custer, S.D.

The author of this article left  

out one important element  

which makes any comparison 

Korea did not have the tactical 

genius of LBJ and McNamara to 

James A Brosman 
Retired captain, U.S. Army 
Vietnam 1965-69 
Marysville, Calif.

William Sayers: I thank the 
readers for great comments! The 

air escort over North Vietnam.  
On April 3, 1965, Capt. Don 

war, when he bagged a MiG-17 
Fresco with his 20 mm cannons 
while escorting F-105s over 
infamous Than Hoa bridge in 
North Vietnam. Kilgus was only 
awarded a “probable” because his 
gun camera failed, though his 
fellow pilots—and eventually the 
North Vietnamese air force—

Force, however, quickly replaced 

the F-100 in the air-to-air role 
with the brand-new F-4C 
Phantom II.

Unreliable missiles were a 

many Phantom pilots believed 
that an internal gun would have 

 
But the Navy’s gun-armed F-8 
Crusader achieved only two gun 
kills over the course of the war.  
The gun-armed F-4E put the gun 
theory to the test in 1972, but its 
performance also appeared to 
belie the idea, accounting for only 
seven MiGs out of 22 F-4E kills 
and 50 for all Phantoms.  
Ironically, F-4Cs and Ds managed 
to shoot down nine MiGs during 
Operation Rolling Thunder with 
unwieldy external gun pods.   
It seems pretty clear that an 
internal gun would not have 

some predicted.

The M14 (“Arsenal,” by Carl Schuster, April 2018) 

did not use 10-round stripper clips to feed the 

magazines in the weapon. The rounds were actually 

Also, it was stated that the M14 borrowed from the 

barrel to operate the gas cycle of the weapon. The 

M14 used a piston, and the M1 utilized gas actuating 

the operating rod. The M1 did not have a piston.

The author indicated that the sights were a 

weakness of the weapon. This is incorrect. The 

sights were exactly copied from 

the M1, and never have I heard 

a complaint concerning either 

and strong.

M14 Issues
I make these observations of fact based on three 

commands that I occupied in the U.S. Army. I also 

used the M14 in sniper school.
James M. Hruska
Quincy, Fla.

Carl Schuster: I apologize for the errors. I got lost in 
my research on the prototypes that led to the M14. 
You are correct in noting the M1 and M14 share few 
common characteristics. The M14 resulted from the 

evolved into a replacement after 1953. The stripper 

However, the article does not criticize the sight. 

to the early production models’ inaccuracy due to 
poor quality control in manufacturing.  Thousands of 
the early M14s had to be recalled and rebuilt to solve 
it. That process was completed by 1966, enabling the 

late to prevent the M16 replacing it. The M21 and 
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I
n March, a 50-ton granite memorial 

dedicated to Vietnam veterans of 

the decorated 5th Marine Regiment 

began its six-day cross-country trip 

from Vermont to Camp Pendleton, 

the six stone panels—honoring the unit’s 

Foundry to Pendleton’s Camp San Mateo 

Memorial Garden, a journey that ended on 

March 29, National Vietnam Veterans Day.

 

riders of the Patriot Guard, a volunteer  

organization that forms honor guards at 

military funerals. 

The 5th Marines, the most decorated 

regiment in the Corps, served in Vietnam 

-

and reflect on their service. “It’s been a 

long journey,” he told The San Diego Union- 

Tribune

been, I have to remind myself that it’s an 

honor to be able to do this.”

TODAY

MARINES 
WELCOME NEW 
MEMORIAL 
AT CAMP 
PENDLETON

A Camp Pendleton memorial, shown 
in this rendering, honors members 

of the 5th Marine Regiment who died 
in Vietnam. Marines of the regiment, 

inset, salute the arrival of the 
monument’s components in March.
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On Sept. 17, 1968, Air Force Lt. Col. Edgar 

F. Davis, of Goldsboro, North Carolina, was 

Davis was declared dead a decade later. 

Investigators with 

searched the crash 

2001 and 2015, 

got good news. A 

the Defense De

father had found 

with Davis. 

North Carolina on April 5, reported 

News & Observer  

for burial at Eastern Carolina State Veter

Downed Airman 
Brought Home 
50 Years Later

tons of unexploded ordnance are scattered across the coun

 

REMNANTS OF WAR 
STILL THREATEN  
T H E  VIETNAMESE
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An unearthed bomb, 
marked by a “danger” sign, 
at left, is close to Vietnamese 
homes. Below, controlled 
detonations of ordnance 
from the war prevent 
accidental explosions.

An honor guard from the  
4th Fighter Wing escorts a 
casket with the remains of 
Col. Edgar F. Davis to  
a cemetery in North Carolina.



 

 

U.S.  ARMY TO REPLACE  
VIETNAM-ERA TRANSPORT

TODAY

Town Celebrates  
50 Years With 
Adopted Unit
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A parade in San 
Mateo, California, 
on March 24 
honored the 101st 
Airborne unit the 
town adopted 
during the 
Vietnam War.
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Australia has issued a commemorative stamp to honor Kate Webb, one of the few female 

journalists to report directly from the front lines in Vietnam. Webb, born in New Zealand but 

raised in Australia, started her career as a reporter at The Sydney Daily Mirror. In 1967, she 

traveled on her own to Vietnam and got a job covering the war for United Press International. 

Vietnam stamp is Red Cross worker Rosemary Griggs.  

V I E T N A M

R. Lee Ermey, a Marine drill instructor during the Vietnam War and 

actor best known for his Golden Globe-nominated performance in 

Full Metal Jacket

the Marine Corps, Ermey was medically discharged and later had a 

and as the host of the History Channel TV series Mail Call and Lock 

n’ Load

L. Jones, gave Ermey an honorary post-service promotion to  

gunnery sergeant. 
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Anna Chennault, an intermediary 

between Richard Nixon and the South 

Vietnamese government in controversial 

secret communications during the 1968 

-

nault (born Chan Sheng Mai in Beijing), 

was a war correspondent for a Chinese 

news agency during World War II and 

married Maj. Gen. Claire Chennault of 

communist takeover of mainland China 

-

ests of the noncommunist government 

on Taiwan, became a major fundraiser 

for Republicans and backed Nixon. On 

boycott the Paris peace talks promoted 

by President Lyndon B. Johnson and 

await a more favorable deal from Nixon 

after the Nov. 5 election. They agreed to 

stay away, a blow to Johnson and Dem-

ocratic candidate Humbert Humphrey. 

The call was recorded by an FBI wiretap. 

intervention as “political sabotage” and 

“treason,” but decided not to make the 

Nixon-Chennault actions pubic. 

William Prochnau, a journalist who covered 

the Vietnam War and wrote a book about 

other correspondents covering the war, died 

The Seattle Times and wrote stories that con-

trasted with the optimistic assessments of U.S. 

spot on President Richard Nixon’s 1971 list of 

political “enemies,” publicly disclosed in 1973. 

Prochnau’s postwar career included stints as 

a reporter for The Washington Post and a con-

tributing editor at Vanity Fair. He also wrote several books, including 

a novel. His 1995 book Once Upon a Distant War: Young War Corre-

spondents and the Early Vietnam Battles looks at the experiences 

of war correspondents such as David Halberstam of The New York 

Times, Neil Sheehan of United Press International and Peter Arnett 

of The Associated Press.

Journalist Kate Webb Honored on Stamp

FAREWELL



If you are one of the 48 million 
Americans suffering from hearing 
loss, we have great news for you. 
An innovative team of doctors and 
engineers have teamed up to create 
a truly revolutionary personal sound 
amplifier. It’s not a hearing aid– 
those require trips to the audiologist, 
hearing tests and can cost as much 
as $5,000. It’s also not a cheap 
amplifier that just makes everything 
louder, making it virtually impossible 
to hear conversations. It’s Perfect 
Choice HD UltraTM… and it may be 
the perfect solution for you.
 
Perfect Choice HD UltraTM is the 
first PSAP that features Dynamic 
Speech Optimization (DSO). This 
technology enables the device to 
prioritize the spoken word over 
other sounds. These noises are 
generally in different frequencies 
than voices, but they can drown out 
the words and make conversations 
hard to understand. This invention 
targets the frequencies of the human 
voice and amplifies the words. It’s 
even designed to diminish feedback 
even at higher volumes, so you can 
customize your hearing experience 
to meet your needs. Just imagine 
how great it will feel to be able 
to understand what people are 
saying… the first time they say it.
 
That’s only the beginning. This unit 
is small and lightweight at less than 
an ounce, so it hides discreetly and 

comfortably behind your ear. The 
only way people will know you have 
it on is if you tell them. Plus, its 
moisture resistant coating make it 
durable– you could even leave it in 
when you take a shower! There’s no 
fitting or hearing test required, so 
it’s ready to use right out of the box. 
Once it’s arrived, a helpful product 
expert will provide a one-on-one 
set up over the phone so you’ll get 
the maximum benefit from this new 
technology. Call now, and you’ll find 
out for yourself why so many people 
love their Perfect Choice Ultra. If you 
aren’t completely satisfied, you can 
return your purchase and only pay 
a small restocking fee depending on 
the condition of the product. Call 
Today, and be sure to ask about 
special discounts for Seniors and 
Military personnel!

Invention of the Year
PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCT (PSAP)

IT’S NOT A HEARING AID

Perfect Choice HD Ultra™ is simple to use, hard to see and easy to afford… 

Understand what 

people are saying...  

the irst time

Now 

you 

don’t

Now you see it...

Perfect Choice HD UltraTM  

is perfect for...
• Watching TV • Restaurants  

• Dinner parties • Lectures 

• Outdoor conversations • Sermons

…and other times where you 

need to turn up the volume

Perfect Choice HD Ultra is not a hearing aid. If you believe 

you need a hearing aid, please consult a physician.

Call now and get FREE Shipping 

 1-888-882-5303
Please mention promotional code 

108912.

1998 Ruffin Mill Road, Colonial Heights, VA  23834

8
1

2
1
3

It’s Better

COMFORT

SOUND QUALITY

FITTING REQUIRED?

ONE-ON-ONE SETUP

SENIOR AND MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Less than 1 ounce

Excellent: Optimized for speech

No

Free

Yes

FREE  
Shipping 

limited 
time offer



VIETNAM

All American troops in Vietnam were targets 
for the North Vietnamese Army and Viet  
Cong, but few faced the kind of threat that  

 

gathered information from a variety of 
sources to pinpoint the location of 

side learned his identity, which made 

After graduating from Rutgers Uni-

-
ceived his commission, he was assigned to mili-
tary intelligence and attended the Defense 

just as the communists were beginning their 

-
-

quarters organization for 

Saigon and other south-
ern areas of South Viet-

Vietnam magazine  
Research Director Jon 

 
described the peculiar 
“seesaw” shadow war he 
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How did you get the intelligence-gathering assign-
ment? 

two years in high school, Spanish, two years in college, 

-

-

You studied North Vietnamese, rather than just Viet-
namese in general? Vietnam has its various dialects 

Vietnamese Army communications or interrogating 

POWs, but when speaking to anyone else, it seemed like 

-

What were your initial duties when you got to Vietnam 

temporary task force set up in Saigon to counter the Viet 

Born: April 1, 1944,  
Newark, New Jersey

Residence:  Ashburn,  
Virginia

Education: Rutgers 
University, bachelor’s degree, 
1966; Rutgers Business  
School, MBA, 1971

 U.S. 
Army, April 1966-April 1969; 
highest rank: first lieutenant

In Vietnam: January 1968-
March 1969; 219th Military 
Intelligence Detachment 

Professional career:  
Sales and management 
positions in technology 
businesses, 1971-2015



www.bradfordexchange.com/militarysweaters

A MEN’S SWEATER JACKET DESIGNED FOR THOSE WHO SERVE

The United States Armed Forces have a rich history of tradition, 
honor and pride. Show your love and respect in style with our 
exclusive Men’s Sweater Jacket. This men’s jacket is custom-
crafted of a cotton blend heather gray sweater knit with black 
faux suede accents on the front, the pockets and the elbows. 
The back of this front-zip jacket features a striking full-color 
appliqué patch that features the service branch logo along with 
embroidered stars and a black banner that is embroidered with 
the service branch motto. The front of the jacket features U.S. Air 

Force, U.S. Army, Semper Fi or U.S. Navy embroidered in gray. 

A Limited Time Offer... Don’t Miss Out!

Available in five men’s sizes, M-XXXL, each custom sweater 
jacket is a remarkable value at $149.95*, payable in 4 convenient 
installments of $37.49 each, and backed by our 30-day money-
back guarantee. To reserve your jacket, send no money now; just 
return the Priority Reservation. Don’t miss out—order today!

01-22369-001-BIBMPOR  © 2017 The Bradford Exchange

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.
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Custom art patch on the back 

features the service branch 

logo and motto
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home to many Vietnamese of Chinese descent]. I 

the end of March.

What did you do after Hurricane Forward? I was 

assigned to IPW [interrogation of prisoners of war] 

at Bien Hoa. Later in the year I was assigned to the 

How did you obtain information on VC loca-

tions?

What were sniffer missions?

base?

assessment. 

Was there any target in particu-

lar that you sought? One thing we 

Did the enemy catch on to what you were doing? I am 

That must have left you a bit unnerved.

shot it down.

Did you have any close calls?

 

V

In-country
Jeff Mandel, here  
in June 1968, 
analyzed data to 
find high-level 
Viet Cong leaders.
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Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Damascus steel is the stuff of legend. Using a technique first mastered
in the ancient city, swords made from Damascus steel were known to

slice gun barrels in half and separate single strands of hair in two, even if
the hair simply floated down onto the blade. 

Now, you can be a part of the legend. The 7 ½"
August Knife features a blade of modern Damascus
steel, inspired by the production techniques and
legends of history. Damascus steel blade knives 
can cost thousands. So, at $59, the price itself is 
also legendary.

Once a lost art, we sought out a knifemaker who 
has resurrected the craftsmanship of Damascus steel 
to create the August Knife. The elusive, ancient
production technique mixes different steel alloys to form a super steel––
the outcome is a beautiful one-of-a-kind pattern of banding and mottling
reminiscent of flowing water.

With the August Knife you’re getting the best blade
money can buy. What you won’t get is the inflated
price tag. We know a thing or two about the hunt––
like how to seek out and capture an outstanding,
collector’s-quality knife that won’t cut into your
bank account.

Limited availability. Only a handful of artisans
make these blades, with each handcrafted knife
taking months to perfect. We currently can get less
than 1500 this year, so we can’t promise they’ll stick
around for long–– especially at this price. Call today!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you don’t
feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within
30 days for a complete refund of the item price. But
we believe once you wrap your fingers around the
August’s handle and experience the beauty of its
Damascus steel blade, you’ll be ready to carve out
your own legend.    

At $59, this blade of legendary Damascus
steel is a real steal

Steel Yourself

TAKE 60%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your

INSIDER
OFFER CODE

August Knife non offer code price $149*

Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $90

Rating of A+

Not shown

actual size.

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...

�����
“Very hefty, well-built knife
and sheath. Extremely good-
looking and utilitarian.”

— R., Lacey, Washington

• 7 ½" overall length • Genuine Damascus steel blade • Stainless steel guard • Leather handle • Includes genuine leather sheath

BONUS! Call today and
you’ll also receive this
genuine leather sheath!

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: AGK 01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Limited
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A twin-engine Ilyushin Il-14 (NATO code name Crate), North Vietnam’s primary cargo 

-

V

Faster, safer
More powerful engines made the Crate 7 mph faster 

than its predecessor and gave the pilot a greater 
power reserve to deal with emergencies.

Crew: 4
Engines:

radial engines 

Wingspan:
Length:  

2 inches

Maximum weight: 

Load: 22 troops or  

Maximum speed: 

Cruising speed:  

Maximum range: 

NORTH VIETNAM’S  
ILYUSHIN IL-14 CRATE

Stable platform
 The broadened tail fin improved flight stability, 
even if the pilot was forced to fly on one engine.

Bigger wing
The enlarged wing 

increased lift, improving 
flight safety.

Rapid retraction
The landing gear retracted 
twice as fast as that of any 

other Soviet transport.



Do you get discouraged when 
you hear your telephone ring? 
Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation – once an important 
part of everyday life – has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said 
to them on the phone, they’re 
often cut off from friends, family, 
doctors and caregivers. Now, 
thanks to innovative technology 
there is finally a better way.

A simple idea… made 
possible with sophisticated 
technology. If you have trouble 
understanding a call, captioned 
telephone can change your life. 
During a phone call the words 
spoken to you appear on the 
phone’s screen – similar to closed 
captioning on TV. So when you 
make or receive a call, the 
words spoken to you are 
not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 
that’s said to you. Each 
call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 
technology – aided by a live 
representative – generates 
voice-to-text translations. 
The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and 
the captioning service doesn’t 
cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 
and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 
To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Hamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 

high-speed Internet access. 
WiFi Capable. Callers do not need 
special equipment or a captioned 
telephone in order 
to speak with you.

Finally… a phone you 

can use again. The 
Hamilton CapTel 

phone is also 

packed with 

features to 

help make 

phone calls 

easier. The 

keypad has 

large, easy 

to use buttons. 

You get adjustable 

volume amplification 

along with the ability to save 

captions for review later. It even 

has an answering machine that 

provides you with the captions 

of each message. 

See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial.  Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes with a 
5-year warranty.

The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss.  In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone.  Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications.  CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc.

Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions.

New amplified phone lets you 

hear AND see the conversation.
The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 

to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss.

8
1
1
3
5

“For years I avoided phone 
calls because I couldn’t 
understand the caller… 

now I don’t miss a thing!”

Captioned
Telephone

Call now for our special 
introductory price!

Call now Toll-Free 

1-888-881-0278 
Please mention promotion code 108911.

N
o 

Contract 
N
o 

M
onthly Fee

SEE what 
you’ve been 

missing!
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Aug. 7 With Six You Get Eggroll begins its cinematic 
run. Moviegoers get to see the comedic adventures of 
widow Doris Day and widower Brian Keith as they deal 
with children opposed to their romantic relationship. 

July 28 The American 
Indian Movement is 
formed in Minneapolis 
when some 200 Native 
Americans meet to dis-
cuss police brutality, high 
unemployment, poor 
schools, racism and treaty 
violations. AIM’s founders 
included Dennis Banks, 
Clyde Bellecourt and 
George Mitchell.

July 5 The debut album of Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival, a San 
Francisco area rock band whose 

the American South, goes on 
sale. The self-titled album’s  
“Susie Q” became a hit single.

July 20
Olympics, for children and 
adults with intellectual disabili-

Field with more than 1,000 
athletes and over 200 events. 
The originator and chief advo-
cate of the concept was Eunice  

John F. Kennedy. 

22 V I E T N A M

JULY-AUGUST

1968
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July 1 The CIA launches the secret 
Phoenix Program, conducted in  
coordination with the U.S. military 

identify the Viet Cong’s political lead-
ership, who then would be “neutral-
ized”—killed, captured or persuaded 

-
mination in 1972, more than 80,000 
VC operatives had been neutralized, at 
least one-quarter of whom were killed.

July 5 A USO troop being bused to 
Vung Tau, a seaside rest area near 
Saigon, to entertain American forces 
is ambushed by the VC. Two enter-
tainers, bass player Phil Pill and 
drummer Curt Willis, are killed.  
Singer Paula Levine and keyboardist 
Jack Bone are wounded. 

July 5

was no longer necessary,” the Marines 

had withstood a bloody siege by the 
North Vietnamese Army from Jan. 21 
through April 8, when a relief force 
broke through. Dismantling of the 
base had begun June 19. On July 9 
NVA soldiers raised the North Viet-

Aug. 17 The NVA and VC begin Phase 

attacks in January and May—by strik-
ing 27 cities and towns in South Viet-

later, on Sept. 28. U.S. and South Viet-

casualties (10,000 killed) while losing 
a small fraction of that number. 

Aug. 30 About 200 mainly black 
inmates at the military’s Long Binh 
Jail (LBJ in GI slang) near Saigon riot 
for nine days, burning several prison 
buildings and attacking guards as well 
as white inmates. One inmate is killed 
by the rioters, and 52 inmates and 63 
military policemen are injured.  

JULY 3: PICTORAL PRESS LTD/ALAMY; JULY20: RICHARD CORMAN/SPECIAL 

OLYMPICS; JULY 28: TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY/ALAMY; AUG. 7: NATIONAL 

GENERAL/PHOTOFEST; AUG. 8: © WALLY MCNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES; AUG. 19: 

HISTORYNET ARCHIVES; AUG. 17: GUY ACETO; AUG. 28: GETTY IMAGES

Aug. 8 In Miami Beach, 
former Vice President 
Richard Nixon accepts the 
Republican nomination for 
president. Earlier that day, 
he chose Maryland Gov. 
Spiro Agnew as his running 
mate. In Miami, three black 
men were killed by police 
called in after rioting sprang 
out of a civil rights rally. 

Aug. 28 Anti-war protestors 
marching in Chicago during 
the Democratic National Con-
vention come up against police 
who beat them back with billy 
clubs and tear gas as a TV au-
dience watches. That evening 
Vice President Hubert Hum-
phrey and Maine Sen. Edmund 
Muskee were chosen to run 
against Nixon and Agnew. 

Aug. 17
with violence, The 
Rascals—a rock-soul 
band called The 
Young Rascals 
until early 1968—
go to the top of 
the singles chart 
with “People  
Got to Be Free,” a 
plea to “love one 
another.” It stays 

Aug. 19 The 
Test is published. Tom Wolfe’s book 
about friends going cross-country 
in a psychedelic bus stocked with 
LSD became a classic of New Jour-
nalism, which emerged in the mid-
1960s with deeply reported works 
written in the style of a novel.

23A U G U S T  2 0 1 8



24 VIETNAM24 VIETNAM

Richard Dextraze of Montreal, far 
right in 1968, joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps to fight “for freedom,” like his 
father did in World War II. His father 
was Gen. Jacques Dextraze, Canada’s 
Chief of Defense Staf, 1972-1977, 
shown standing below in August 1977.
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OH, CANADIANS

By Bob Gordon

Some Americans went to Canada to avoid Vietnam. 

Some Canadians went the other way

om Tompkins enlisted in the U.S. Army 

in 1963. Five years later, he was a Spe-

cial Forces sergeant in the middle of his 

second tour in Vietnam. On Oct. 30, 1968, Tompkins 

established a six-man observation post on a rocky hill-

top near the Cambodian border. The North Vietnamese 

Army detected Tompkins’ Green Berets and repeatedly 

attacked them. Despite multiple wounds and weakened 

from blood loss, the sergeant rallied the post’s defenders 

to repulse the assaults. He also called in medevacs and 

directed airstrikes against the enemy. His “complete 

disregard for personal safety…. [and] gallantry in ac-

tion” earned him a Bronze Star Medal with a “V” device 

for valor. He would subsequently be awarded the Silver 

Star as well.

Tompkins was a Canadian, born in Amherst, Nova 

Scotia, and a veteran of his home country’s army. He 

served in the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical 

-

fession in combat. The American army sent him to Viet-

became an American citizen to qualify for the security 

clearance required for Special Forces training. When he 

in the United States.

Canada is widely portrayed as a haven for Americans 

who deserted or wanted to escape the draft during the 

T
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Mackenzie King, a master of avoidance, procrastination 

voluntarily accepts or agrees to accept any commission 

-

-

-

-

-

quoted anonymously in -

-

-

In the strictest legal sense -

 

 

-

 

A Canadian flag waves 
over the U.S. Marine 
Corps base at Khe Sanh 
in February 1968, when 
the base was besieged by 
the North Vietnamese 
Army.
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the senior partner in the International Control Commis-

sion, charged with overseeing the implementation of the 

1954 Geneva Accords governing the partition of Viet-

nam after the end of French colonial rule. 

Two decades later Canada would provide nearly 300 

peacekeepers to Operation Gallant, monitoring the 

-

vering as a “government way out, something they are 

using as an excuse to not shed Canadian blood,” but the 

Bob Beatty, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, was willing to shed 

his blood to stop the spread of communism. “The Amer-

ican government was telling us that the communists 

-

tian, also was spurred by an 

ideological commitment and 

the politics of the war to enlist 

in the American cause. But he 

made his decision after wit-

nessing an anti-war demonstra-

tion in Ottawa. The protestors 

-

-

teered to serve in the Republic of Vietnam.”

Most Canadian volunteers, however, were apolitical, 

motivated by a broad spectrum of opinions, attitudes 

and emotions.

of Woodstock, Ontario, declined to re-up so he could en-

list in the Marine Corps. In 1965 he requested, and was 

granted, a tour in Vietnam. He ended his career as a drill 

Vietnam War novel, Broken Time.

A substantial number of Canadian Vietnam veterans 

modeled by a close relative is the most common thread 

The premier example of that relationship was Marine 

Lance Cpl. Richard Dextraze, fatally wounded on April 

23, 1969, while patrolling near the Demilitarized Zone 

 

 

Artilleryman Pfc.  
Brian O’Connell, from 
Montreal, served in 
Vietnam in 1967 with  
C Batery, 1st Batalion, 
12th Marine Regiment, 
3rd Marine Division.
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his father was serving in the highest echelons of the Ca-

nadian forces.

Gen. Jacques Dextraze fought in World War II, led 

Canada’s Royal 22nd Regiment in Korea and was chief 

Jacques Dextraze asked Richard why he didn’t join the 

Canadian forces, and the son replied that Canada wasn’t 

at war with anyone. “I want to do my share,” Richard 

told him. “You fought in the last war for freedom and I’d 

like to go for a couple of years. When I come back I’ll feel 

a better man. I’ll feel I’ve contributed.”

Rob Purvis, co-founder of the Canadian Vietnam Vet-

erans Association, and three buddies enlisted together 

-

thers had been Second World War veterans,” he said. 

But like some other Canadians who signed up, the 

four friends didn’t give any real serious thought to what 

they were doing and what the consequences might be. 

They just decided one day that they would head for 

North Dakota’s Grand Forks induction center. “We were 

just young and really naive kids,” Purvis confessed. “We 

all were watching the news every night with the war in 

Vietnam, and war seemed exciting, adventurous…. I 

don’t know why. We just went and did it.” There was no 

more thought to it than that. 

Purvis was stationed not in Vietnam, but in Panama 

with the 8th Special Forces Group, and spent a year 

there. His friend Larry Collins did go to Vietnam and 

-

unteered for Vietnam,” Purvis said.

Arthur Diabo, a Mohawk born on the Kahnawake re-

serve south of Montreal and living in New York’s Bronx 

borough, was another adventure seeker. “You’re young 

and strong and you want to use that energy, and Viet-

nam was a good place to do that,” he said, then added, 

“Vietnam was a good place…for about two weeks. After 

that, you just tried to stay alive.”

wanderlust, Charles James “Mike” Phelps of Niagara- 

on-the-Lake, Ontario, had no idea he would end up in 

Vietnam during a war. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 

Kirk Leavesley, who had spent his teen years home-

less on the streets of Winnipeg and then crisscrossed 

North America, wasn’t searching for another adventure 

but rather “felt he wanted a little discipline in his life.” 

Marine Corps. But Leavesley later admitted he hated it 

Some Canadians living in the United States, like many 

of their American-born neighbors, were less-than-enthu-

siastic about the war. And they also were subject to the 

draft. U.S. law requires draft-age noncitizens to register 

with Selective Service System (although they may be 

exempt from induction if they meet certain criteria). 

When faced with the prospect of a draft notice, some 

Canadians—like some Americans—opted to volunteer for 

military service, which would give them more choice in 

Rob Purvis, serving as a resting 
place for a monkey in Pleiku, 

South Vietnam, crossed the 
North Dakota border to enlist in 

the U.S. Army and volunteered 
to go to Vietnam ater his friend 

was killed there in May 1969.
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the branch of service or specialty.

After 19-year-old Timothy Labute, a Canadian citizen 

living in Detroit, received a draft notice for Army service 

in 1966, he voluntarily enlisted in the U.S. Air Force for 

a three-year tour to avoid two years in the infantry and 

the risk of a combat assignment in Vietnam. William 

Bricker, a Canadian living in Newport Beach, California, 

also enlisted in the Air Force when he was ordered to 

register for the draft. 

Les Brown, a Canadian citizen who had lived in  

California since his family moved there in 1957 when he 

was 8 years old, received a draft notice in early 1969. 

Quebec, but later returned to the United States, optimis-

tically hoping that enrolling for a degree in police science 

and Brown was inducted. Even so, he thought his college 

major might earn him a “safe” specialty, such as the mil-

itary police. But Brown soon found himself in Lai Khe, 

40 miles north of Saigon, with Bravo Company, 2nd Bat-

talion, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division.

Medal of Honor recipient U.S. Army Sgt. Peter C. 

Lemon is frequently cited as the only Canadian to re-

ceive the award during the Vietnam War. The “Cana-

dian” label is tenuous at best. Although born in the heart 

of southern Ontario tobacco country, Lemon moved with 

his family to Alabaster, Michigan, as a young boy and 

became a U.S. citizen before his teens. He volunteered 

for Army service in 1968 at age 18. 

April 1, 1970, when he was a specialist 4 in E Company, 

2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Divi-

sion (Airmobile), at Fire Base Illingworth, northwest of 

Saigon, near the Cambodian border.

The base was positioned along a North Vietnamese 

Army supply route. American commanders hoped to use 

then blast them with artillery from the base and nearby 

locations. The troops inside the base included two com-

panies of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry, and a few ar-

tillery batteries.

then rushed the base with a force of approximately 400 

-

-

tion dump exploded, stunning both sides and temporarily 

NVA force had lost its momentum, and by 5 a.m. the at-

tack had been repulsed. The American losses totaled 25 

killed and more than 50 wounded.

While the attack still raged, Lemon was repeatedly 

wounded but continued to battle the attackers. He fought 

those weapons broke down, Lemon turned to grenades 

and sometimes hand-to-hand combat. At one point, ac-

cording to the Medal of Honor citation, he found an op-

erable M60 machine gun, grabbed it and “stood atop an 

-

collapsed from his multiple wounds 

and exhaustion.” 

After regaining consciousness at 

an aid station, he was evacuated, but 

made sure that the more seriously 

Today he lives in the United States. Undeniably coura-

geous, Lemon is hardly a Canadian.

 and the extra-legal status 

-

spread popular distaste for the war among the Canadian 

public, meant that the returning troops confronted the 

same wall of silence that American veterans faced in the 

United States.

Jim Devlin, of Toronto, had served as a helicopter door 

gunner in D Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment, 

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), beginning in July 1968, 

but discovered upon returning home in 1970 that most 

Other veterans recall an attitude of detachment, 

tinged with disdain. “When I came back and brought up 

 

veterans organization, also snubbed the Vietnam gener-

Peter C. Lemon,  

a U.S. Army sergeant, 
was the sole 
Canadian-born 
recipient of the Medal 
of Honor in Vietnam.
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Engaging a sniper near Da Nang 
in 1967, Lance Cpl. Kenneth 

Korolyk had let Vancouver and 
gone to Vietnam with E Company, 

2nd Batalion, 3rd Marine 
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division.

Ater the 1973 peace agreement 
Canadian observers flew to Vietnam  
to monitor the cease-fire and prisoner 
exchanges. These peacekeepers are 
walking toward their plane in Montreal.
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A handful of them met

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

V

 

The North Wall in 
Windsor, Ontario, was 
dedicated in 1995 to 
remember Canadians  
who were killed or 
listed as missing in 
Vietnam.

Canadian veterans, 
like this Toronto man, 

join their American 
comrades at the Wall in  

Washington, D.C., to 
honor the fallen.



Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor’s Cable

By David T. Zabecki

A memo to President Kennedy made the 

case for combat troops in Vietnam—but it 

used deeply flawed arguments

32 VIETNAM32 VIETNAM
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Gen. Maxwell Taylor, an aide to 
President John F. Kennedy, 

recommended in November 1961 
that the United States send ground 

combat forces to Vietnam. Kennedy 
demurred, but within a few years  

the jungles would be filled with 
troops like these from the  

1st Batalion, 26th Marine Regiment, 
facing sniper fire in September 1966 

just south of the Demilitarized Zone.
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G en. Maxwell D. Taylor had a greater 

-

-

 

-

-

In World War II, 
Maj. Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor, shown here 

in 1945, commanded 
the 101st Airborne 

Division.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower meets with 
Lt. Gen. Taylor in 1953. Taylor was critical of 
the president’s emphasis on nuclear forces at 
the expense of traditional Army ground forces.
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modern “air cavalry.” His vision became the foundation 

for the Army UH-1 “Huey” helicopters and airmobile 

units in Vietnam. 

he played his cards close to the vest. Once he retired 

in his criticisms of Eisenhower’s New Look policy. His 

The Uncertain Trumpet -

spread critical acclaim. Printed boldly on the book’s dust 

� That the doctrine of massive retaliation has  

 endangered our national security.

� That our military planning is frozen to the  

 requirements of general war.

 system have left the planning of our military

 strategy to civilian amateurs and the 

 budget makers. 

-

rectly argued that America needed a far broader range 

 

-

sive retaliation. 

but not necessarily in the ways Taylor might have envi-

-

Dereliction of Duty

-

-

ble response” into the “incremental response” that used 

escalations of military force to send the North Vietnam-

Taylor ultimately supported that policy. The piecemeal 

sins of warfare that military 

warned against 200 years ago.

Taylor’s book got the attention 

Kennedy during his 1960 presidential campaign. In one 

to head a special study group to investigate the failed Bay 

Taylor to active duty in July 1961 and appointed him to 

the newly created position of military representative to 

the president. There was no precedent or constitutional 

foundation for the position. 

position as the president’s military eminence grise only 

made those problems worse. Taylor usurped the Joint 

and widening the gap between the nation’s military and 

the Vietnam years. 

larger on the list of international crises facing the admin-

istration. American military advisers had been in Viet-

about 900 American advisers in Vietnam. By the end of 

combat forces were in Vietnam.

Kennedy had inherited from Eisenhower a Vietnam 

policy that the Pentagon Papers called “limited risk.” 

-

cular vision of America’s role in the world. In his inau-

Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson, chairman of the Preparedness 
Subcommitee in 1958, takes a moment with Lt. Gen. 
James Gavin, a promoter of the air cavalry concept.

Army Chief of Sta� 
Mathew Ridgway, let, 

confers with Taylor on June 
23, 1955. Taylor became 
Army chief on June 30.
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to assure the survival and the suc-

cess of liberty.” 

A goal of spreading liberty and 

democracy throughout the world 

sounds good, but there was not—nor 

still is—any universally accepted 

-

ples really mean. South Vietnamese 

President Ngo Dinh Diem, whose repressive government 

tried to squelch political opposition, obviously had views 

espoused by most of the Kennedy administration’s “Best 

and Brightest.” 

The new president’s foreign policy vision soon ran up 

against reality. Not only had the Bay of Pigs operation 

increasing pressure on the United States to withdraw 

from West Berlin. During the June 1961 Kennedy- 

Khrushchev Summit in Vienna, the old and wily Soviet 

 roughly handled the young and inexperi-

enced president. When Kennedy returned to Washing-

ton, he told James Reston, Washington bureau chief of 

A little more than two months later, on Aug. 13, the Ber-

lin Wall started going up.

In October 1961 Kennedy sent Taylor and Deputy 

National Security Adviser Walt Rostow to Vietnam on a 

-

nam. First, there were grave doubts about America’s 

determination to hold the line against communist ex-

pansion in Southeast Asia. Second, there was widespread 

Diem’s government could defeat the communists.

initial thoughts in a Nov. 1 cable he sent to Kennedy 

from the Philippines. It began: “This message is for the 

purpose of presenting my reasons for recommending the 

introduction of a US military force into SVN [South Viet-

nam]. I have reached the conclusion that this is an es-

sential action if we are to reverse the present downward 

trend of events in spite of a full recognition of the follow-

ing disadvantages.” 

forces were already spread paper-thin with missions 

throughout the world, and he was concerned about com-

mitting any of those forces to “a peripheral area of the 

Communist bloc,” where they might become pinned 

down. That “peripheral” area was Southeast Asia, a 

 

a few years, but Taylor wrote his cable less than three 

months after the Berlin Wall went up, and tensions in 

Europe were running high. 

The strain on the U.S. military from its global commit-

the Reserve forces, with some being put on active duty in 

Vietnam. But political leaders, especially Johnson, when 

he became president, could never bring themselves to 

NATO perilously vulnerable to aggressive Soviet actions.

In his memo, Taylor also pointed out that by commit-

ting ground forces to Vietnam, the United States would 

the war, the original U.S. objective—halting the spread 

of communism and ensuring the sovereignty of the  

Republic of South Vietnam—was replaced with a new 

goal: get out of there while “saving face.” In the end, the 

United States didn’t even achieve that objective. 

-

South Vietnam, there would be pressure to reinforce 

and might mean “no limit to our possible commitment 

Pentagon 

Papers

United States had, in fact fallen into a policy of “unlim-

Joint Chiefs of Sta� in November 1962, 
from let:  Gen. Earle Wheeler, Army; Gen. 

Curtis LeMay, Air Force; Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor, chairman; Adm. George Anderson 

Jr., Navy; Gen. David Shoup, Marines.

Joint Chiefs Chairman 
Taylor and Secretary  
of Defense Robert 
McNamara, just back 
from a trip to Vietnam, 
update President John F. 
Kennedy on Oct.2, 1963.
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of his recommended combat force:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An A-4 Skyhawk takes of from an aircrat carrier in 1966 during 
Operation Rolling Thunder. Taylor and many other political and 

military leaders believed the bombing campaign would quickly force 
the North Vietnamese communists to retreat from South Vietnam.



ments that turned out to be completely wrong, but which 

were widely accepted then and continued to handicap 

American decision-makers into the late-1960s. 

First, North Vietnam was “extremely vulnerable to 

conventional bombing, a weakness which should be  

SVN.” A belief in the overwhelming force of American 

air power was an article of faith among the nation’s 

political and military leadership. Air Force Gen. Curtis 

LeMay famously said that North Vietnam should be 

“bombed back to the stone age.” There was a fatal  

North Vietnam was not that far removed from the 

Stone Age. There were few worthwhile strategic targets 

in the country. 

From the early days of the Operation Rolling Thunder 

air campaign (March 1965-November 1968), as the Pen-

tagon Papers make clear, most of the U.S. intelligence 

community believed the bombing was having very little 

Vietnamese. Yet most political leaders, McNamara fore-

most among them, continued naively to believe that the 

North Vietnamese would “get the message” with just a 

little more pressure.  

-

tended that both the North Vietnamese and their Chi-

-

-

edged, “but by no means to the same degree.” He again 

“There is no case for fearing a mass onslaught of Com-

munist manpower into SNV and its neighboring states, 

particularly if our airpower is allowed a free hand 

against logistical targets.” 

Events, of course, proved otherwise. No matter how 

long and hard American aircraft pounded the Ho Chi 

interruption, from the north to south. A typical Ameri-

can division, with its heavy equipment and massive  

logistical tail, could never endure hundreds of miles of 

-

ing force. But a mobile and lightly equipped North Viet-

Taylor’s recommendation to send combat troops to 

Vietnam received wide acceptance among Washington’s 

senior policymakers, especially McNamara, but there 

would not make such a commitment at the time. How-

ever, the proposal remained on the table, along with the 

 

between Taylor’s ambiguous position as “military rep-

resentative to the president” and the authority of the 

Joint Chiefs by making Taylor chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs in October 1962. That move, however, did little to 

heal the political-military breach. Taylor intentionally 

and continually misrepresented the views of the Joint 

Chiefs to the secretary of defense and kept the other 

chiefs at a distance from the political decision-making 

process, according to McMaster. 

Contrary to the beliefs of the other chiefs—that it was 

their duty to provide the civilian leadership with objec-

tive military advice—Taylor apparently thought his job 

was to support the secretary of defense’s policy posi-

tions, including McNamara’s theories about the incre-

mental escalation of military force. The experience of 

the four-star general’s entire career should have shown 

him the fallacy of such a strategy. 

To his credit, Taylor did not support the Nov. 2, 1963, 

coup that resulted in Diem’s assassination. Less than 

Taylor’s memo didn’t persuade Kennedy to commit 
troops to Vietnam, but Johnson sent in 3,500 Marines. 
The ones who landed at Da Nang on March 8, 1965, were 
the first American combat troops in the country.
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three weeks later, Kennedy fell to an assassin’s bullet. 

Johnson retained virtually all of Kennedy’s national  

security team—as well as the dysfunctional and toxic  

political-military divide that came with it. But Taylor’s 

credibility with Johnson was so strong that in July 1964 

the president sent him to Saigon as U.S. ambassador to 

manage the growing crisis. 

Taylor’s recommendation for his successor as chair-

-

combat and little command experience. 

Taylor’s relationship with the increasingly corrupt 

and self-serving Saigon government proved rocky at 

America increasingly assumed ownership of the war. 

Joining 23,000 American advisers already in  

-

lying logic for their deployment had changed little, 

 

was now far worse. 

That initial force turned out to be exactly what Taylor 

had described in his 1961 cable: an advance party for 

 

-

team” turned out to be anything but harmonious.  

troops, Taylor retained a limited vision for their role and 

 

aggressive approach that led to the United States taking 

over responsibility for the war.

clung to their beliefs that U.S. air power could bomb the 

and that the communist troop and supply lines to the 

south could be strangled. 

By the time Taylor was replaced as ambassador in 

July 1965, the United States was already beyond the 

quagmire. Unfortunately, the tragedy had seven more 

-

rate description of Taylor, whom Tom Ricks, in his 2012 

book -

tive general in American history.” V

magazine’s editor emeritus. 

The first Army unit  
in Vietnam, the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, 
arrived in May 1965. 
Helicopters dropped o� 
these soldiers of the 
173rd at Bien Hoa, near 
Saigon, on May 20. 
They were welcomed 
with sniper fire.



Catkillers Over 
Con Thien

By Paul X. Rutz

Flying low and slow, pilots in Cessna O-1 

Bird Dogs hunted down the enemy

40 VIETNAM40 VIETNAM

The bare-bone O-1 Bird Dog’s good 
performance at low speeds made it an ideal 
choice for pilots like Capt. Larry Deibert, 
opposite page, who looked for enemy locations 
and directed airstrikes against them.
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rmy Capt. Charles L. “Larry” Deibert’s hardest day 

in Vietnam ended when he chucked a rat out of his 

cockpit window. After landing at the Dong Ha base in 

The plane’s battle damage had accrued through several hours of intense com

felt fatigue setting in. 

to rest on the two steel rods connecting the wings above him to the top of the 

that rodent—which must have been scrambling around inside the plane 

a North Vietnamese Army rat. 

him “pops” or “Captain Hair” for the thick dark shock atop his head. 

Vietnam’s northernmost provinces. He was known by the call sign Catkiller 

shorthand for tiger and slang for the NVA.

The Catkillers had more in common with World War I biplane pilots than 

trols—rudder pedals pushed one way and the aileron stick held the opposite 

way—to keep the noses of their aircraft aimed a few degrees to the right or 

where the planes would be moments after they pulled the trigger.  

lishing radio contact with ground units and circling overhead while directing 

knew the needs and capabilities of the grunts who called on them at all hours 

A
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Charles Deibert, let, flew 570 
sorties over Vietnam and spent 
hours in the air Sept. 10-11, 1967, 
supporting Marines under atack 
near Con Thien. 

Marine infantry at  
Con Thien endured fierce 
artillery bombardments 
in September 1967.
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reinforced battalion. Since the 

Marines had arrived there in De-

cember 1966, North Vietnamese 

forces had been regularly prob-

ing ground defenses and lobbing artillery at the outpost. 

Locating and silencing the NVA’s 130 mm guns proved 

tricky, even with saturation bombing by B-52s, because 

the weapons were operated by highly mobile units from 

bases safely situated across the northern border in caves 

and tunnels. As 1967 wore on, Marines came to hate the 

hill, which was soon stripped of all vegetation by constant 

and bunkers. They tried their best, with patrols and am-

positions close by. Every 30 days a new battalion would 

take its place on the hill, which earned nicknames like 

“the Meat Grinder” and “Our Turn in the Barrel.” 

When North Vietnamese commanders looked at Con 

Thien, they saw shades of Dien Bien Phu, where a seven- 

week siege in 1954 resulted in a decisive defeat of French 

forces in a similar situation. The stage was set for a mas-

sive test of wills. Capturing Con Thien would open a new 

supply route to the south, provide a staging ground for 

an attack on the major American installation at Dong Ha 

-

cials—produce a major propaganda victory. Gen. William 

Westmoreland, commander of U.S. forces in South Viet-

nam, declared that Con Thien was less a military engage-

ment than a political one. “Their target is American 

public opinion,” he told reporters in September 1967. 

At that time, elements of the 3rd Battalion, 26th  

Marine Regiment, were patrolling near the Con Thien 

outpost, and that September would be the deadliest in the 

unit’s history. 

At about 5 p.m. on Sept. 10, 1967, Deibert and Haaland 

-

sponsible for the I Corps area, ordered their Bird Dog to 

Con Thien as fast as possible. Flying at 2,000 feet, they 

raced straight toward an unfolding crisis. An estimated 

1,400 North Vietnamese troops, advancing behind a 

Artillerymen of the 2nd 
Batalion, 12th Marine 
Regiment, at Con Thien, shell 
the North Vietnamese in 1967.

North Vietnamese 
commanders saw an 
opportunity at Con Thien 
to replicate the 1954 siege 
of Dien Bien Phu, where 
they had decisively 
defeated French forces.

S OU TH

V I E TNAM

DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE

Con Thien

Gio Linh

McNamara’s Line 
(as it existed in 

September 1967)

Dong Ha

Khe Sanh

Khe Sanh 
Combat 

Base

sions, code-named “Banjo,” but most 

of his 570 sorties took place just south 

of the DMZ, where Marines were al-

ways in trouble. 

What Deibert calls “that terrible 

day” took place at Con Thien, a Marine 

outpost on a barren 525-foot hill about 

2 miles south of the DMZ and 8 miles west of 

the South Vietnamese coast. The outpost was 

positioned on the southern edge of an east-

west barrier being constructed along the 

DMZ—from the South China Sea to Laos—to 

-

nam. The barrier line was marked by a cleared 

area about 600 meters (656 yards) wide, 

where the Pentagon planned to lay down 

barbed wire, mines and electronic sensors that could de-

tect enemy movements. Promoted by Defense Secretary 

Robert McNamara, it was called McNamara’s Line.

The barrier was never completed, and Con Thien, 

which means “hill of angels,” became known as the least 

defensible of any American base because it was so close 

to North Vietnam and only large enough to house one 

SOUTH 
VIETNAM

Enlarged 
Area
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screen of smoke and tear gas, 

surged across the DMZ in a coordi-

nated attempt to take Con Thien. 

Earlier that day, the NVA had 

struck I Company of the 3rd Battal-

ion, 26th Marines, while the unit 

was on a reconnaissance patrol 

southwest of Con Thien. Outnum-

bered 6-1, the Marines battled 

North Vietnamese troops in savage -

their position. As the situation worsened, I Company 1st 

Lt. R. R. Zappardino radioed his position to Deibert and 

Haaland, then popped smoke to mark the unit’s location 

-

vented helicopters from resupplying the Marines or evac-

uating the wounded, but Deibert wouldn’t be stopped. He 

-

The plane was pelted with a “heavy volume of .30 cal-

according to Haaland’s statement after the battle. Three 

times Zappardino and others on the ground told Deibert 

to get out of the area. Deibert and Haaland refused to leave 

the Marines. They stayed in contact with the men below 

and radioed the locations of visible enemy positions. 

In the meantime, Landshark Bravo ordered all aircraft 

bound for bombing runs on Hanoi to divert to Con Thien 

 

bombers approached the scene, Deibert scribbled all of 

their call signs and the altitudes of their holding patterns 

on his windshield in grease pencil. Near that list, dead 

center on the windshield, was a hand-drawn plus sign 

that served as an improvised gunsight. If Deibert sat 

square in his seat, the plus sign was right in front of his 

eye, and he could use it to aim his four white phosphorus 

After spying three enemy anti-aircraft gun positions 

close together, Deibert armed one of his rockets, aimed 

and dove on his target for a split second, pressed the trig-

ger and immediately went back to 

evasive maneuvers. Normally, a Bird 

-

get, see where the rocket hit and 

then radio an aiming adjustment to 

the jets to guide their bomb drops 

(directing them, for example, to a 

spot 50 meters west of the smoke). 

But Deibert’s rocket went exactly 

enemy gun crews. The Bird Dog pilot told a pair of A-4 

-

ing the job while the Bird Dog found another target.

“We had aircraft on station holding in circles every 

home, recalled Deibert, who said he and Haaland were 

like two conductors leading a massive symphony.  

Deibert said, “and I had all three radios going on the ones 

-

ping and dodging at altitudes between 400 and 900 feet, 

Deibert was “slamming the stick, just back and forth and 

said. The occasional loud thud announced an enemy hit 

on the Bird Dog.

Whenever the plane’s nose tipped over into a dive, 

both men would rise into their harnesses and, for a mo-

Then as Deibert pulled back on the stick, their bodies 

would smash back into their seats. 

Eventually Deibert found a route that allowed four Ma-

rine Corps UH-34D helicopters to use the hilly terrain as 

-

munition and evacuate the seriously wounded.

As several hundred NVA troops rushed toward a unit 

of pinned-down Marines, Deibert heard a young radio 

operator screaming into the mike for help. “I’m thinking, 

-

ever, that in the deafening roar of battle the men had to 

scream their words. When he was on the radio talking to 

the Marines, Deibert could hear the “crackling of the ri-

An aerial camera, inset, installed 
on a Bird Dog assisted pilots on 
reconnaissance missions. 



45A U G U S T  2 0 1 8

T
O

P
: 

S
P

4
 J

A
C

O
B

 E
. 

H
A

W
E

S
/

U
.S

. 
A

R
M

Y
/

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 A

R
C

H
IV

E
S

; 
B

O
T

T
O

M
: 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 L
A

R
R

Y
 D

E
IB

E
R

T

-

-

The NVA continued to pound

-

-

-

-

V

Rockets were used by 
Bird Dog pilots to mark 
enemy targets for fast-
moving atack aircrat.

In recognition of 
Deibert’s heroism at 
Con Thien, Army 
National Guard  
Maj. Gen. Donald 
Anderson presents 
the Distinguished 
Service Cross to the 
captain at Camp 
Rilea, Oregon, on  
July 20, 1968. 
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KILLER TECH

GUNS OF THE 
GRUNTS

Infantry troops in Vietnam carried powerful  
new weapons into combat

-

-

 V

D

By Jon Guttman
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The war’s iconic rifle
The M16, first used in 
Vietnam in 1965, initially 
su�ered from reports of 
jamming and inadequate 
cleaning kits, but 
batlefield experience 
hastened improvements 
that turned the rifle into 
a worthy weapon—
provided it was kept 
clean. The Starlight 
Scope, introduced in an 
early form in 1965 and 
improved in 1967, gave 
this soldier, shown with 
his M16 in January 1967, 
the ability to spot enemy 
troops at night. A shorter 
variant of the M16, the 
XM-177E2, displayed at 
let by a rifleman in the 
1st Cavalry Division in 
October 1967, led to the 
M4 carbine.
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The Pig
Derived from the German 
MG42 of World War II, the 
M60 was the standard 
platoon machine gun in 
Vietnam, replacing the 
M1919A6 Browning 
.30-caliber machine gun. 
Ideally served by three 
crewmen, the machine 
gun’s bulkiness and 
weight earned it the 
moniker “Pig.” The  
7.62 mm M60 could be 
fired from the shoulder or 
mounted on a vehicle, 
helicopter or riverboat. 
The M60’s superior range 
and stopping power has 
kept it in service to this 
day, although it is now 
complemented by the 
lighter 5.56 mm M249 
squad machine gun.

Handheld artillery
The M79 grenade launcher, introduced in 1961, could shoot a 
variety of 40 mm grenades: fragmentation (which exploded into 
deadly fragments), flechete (cannisters filled with metal darts) 
buckshot, tear gas, smoke and illumination. The single-shot 
weapon—carried here in April 1968 by a Marine near Khe Sanh—
acquired nicknames such as Thumper, Blooper and Can Cannon. 
Its simplicity, handy size and weight made it a popular choice  
when troops needed extra firepower, and it was dubbed  
the “platoon leader’s artillery.”
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Laying down the LAW
Beginning in 1963 the M72 LAW, short for light 
anti-armor weapon, gave soldiers and Marines 
a high-explosive rocket that could knock out 
tanks. But the M72, shouldered in this photo by 
a soldier in the 101st Airborne Division in 1966, 
was also able to penetrate up to 2 feet of 
concrete or 6 feet of soil and was used to 
destroy enemy bunkers more oten than it was 
fired at tanks. However, its sensitive electrical 
system could succumb to corrosion or other 
ailments. In April 1972, South Vietnamese 
troops used LAWs to great e�ect against enemy 
T-54 and PT-76 tanks during urban batles.

Evolution of a sword
The designer of the M18A1 mine nicknamed it 
ater a historic Scotish broadsword capable of 
sweeping away all who lay before it: the 
Claymore. Unlike most mines, the Claymore was 
installed above ground on two metal scissor legs 
and detonated remotely through a connected 
wire. It sprayed metal balls in a 60-degree arc as 
far as 300 feet. From its arrival in Vietnam in 
1966, the Claymore was used by Americans—
and Australians like the one at right—to set up 
ambushes in the Vietnamese foliage.
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Rocket men
Famous for defeating 
T-34/85 tanks in Korea, 
the M20 “Super Bazooka” 
found virtually no tanks 
to fight in Vietnam. 
However, its 3.5-inch 
rockets were good at 
blowing holes in enemy 
fortifications. At let, a 
member of the 2nd 
Batalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine 
Division, holds a launcher 
and rocket above a 
swollen creek near the 
DMZ in October 1966. For 
U.S. forces, the M20 gave 
way to the M72 LAW and 
the M67 recoilless rifle 
early in the war.

Stovepipe guys
While most of the artillery that supported men in the field was fired from a distance, some types of mortars were hauled into 
the jungle by troops on foot. A common one was the 60 mm M19 mortar derived from the British Stokes mortar of World War 
I. Americans got an extra punch from another mortar, the 81 mm M29, illustrated above by a crew from the 3rd Batalion,  
4th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, near the Demilitarized Zone in October 1966.  
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Simple but deadly
This photo of a March 
1966 North Vietnamese 
Army training exercise 
shows the NVA’s primary 
infantry weapons: in the 
background, the 7.62 mm 
AK-47, renowned for its 
reliability even in adverse 
conditions; in foreground, 
the 7.62 mm Degtyaryov 
RPD squad machine gun, 
lighter than the M60 but 
lacking the ability to 
change barrels when it 
overheated. The NVA and 
Viet Cong frequently used 
bamboo launchers for  
122 mm rockets, like these 
found east of Saigon by a 
U.S. 1st Infantry Division 
patrol in March 1969.
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Stealing 
Valor

By Francis Hamit

An Army clerk discovered a plot to claim 

undeserved medals and then saw the bravery 

of another soldier go unrewarded

52 VIETNAM52 VIETNAM

The Bronze Star, 
which can be awarded 
for meritorious service 
outside of combat, is 
adorned with a V 
device when the 
recipient performed 
an act of valor in 
combat.
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The Medal of Honor. The Army’s Distinguished Service Cross, the Air Force 

Cross and the Navy Cross. The Silver Star. The Bronze Star with a “V” device 

signifying an act of valor. Those pieces of metal and colored ribbons are the 

treasured symbols of combat heroism in the armed forces of the United States. 

that merits one of those coveted medals. The rareness and prestige of valor 

awards, however, have been temptations for a few unscrupulous individuals 

willing to trade their personal honor for an undeserved medal. In Out of Step: 

A Soldier’s Memoir of the Vietnam War Years, Francis Hamit writes about a 

group of soldiers who “sullied themselves” in a scheme to get awards they did 

not deserve—and the real heroism of one young GI who didn’t get an award 

that Hamit feels he justly earned. 

ne of the “dirty little 

secrets” about the 

Vietnam War is that 

most of the 2.5 million 

U.S. troops who served 

in-country actually had it pretty good. 

In a modern army, with its large train of 

support troops, nine out of 10 military per-

-

posed to the dangers of front-line combat. 

-

ered a dangerous environment where a single 

mistake might end in someone’s death, most 

American troops in Vietnam enjoyed hot food, 

comfortable barracks, showers on most days, 

and even maid service. They worked in build-

ings. There were movies to watch at night, 

frequent beer busts and access to post or base 

Troops assigned to units in the rear 

would seldom get the chance to be legiti-

happy to complete their one-year tour and 

go home. But for those raised in a cul-

heroic deeds of World War II 

and Korea, the lack of op-

portunity to prove 

themselves on the 

quiet frustration. 

I came from an Army family and had com-

pleted more than three years at the Univer-

sity of Iowa when I joined the Army Security 

Agency in 1967. The ASA was an intelligence 

agency that intercepted and deciphered 

was not “in Vietnam,” but it actually was 

there—operating covertly as Radio Research 

Units positioned throughout South Vietnam, 

After I washed out of the school for radio 

intercept operators, I volunteered to go to 

Vietnam as a clerk—at least I could type. I 

Mekong Delta and assigned to the 156th Avi-

ation Company (Radio Research), which 

used technology loaded on aircraft to locate 

the source of enemy radio transmissions. 

-

on Jan. 31 throughout South Vietnam, had 

largely subsided.

The 156th, one of four companies in the 

224th Aviation Battalion (Radio Research), 

was a hybrid unit, combining ASA members 

with other soldiers who handled our base’s 

supply, motor pool and aircraft maintenance 

the unit’s RU-6 Beavers—“low and slow”  

single-engine Canadian “bush” aircraft—were 

not ASA members, but the third crew mem-

ber, who operated the equipment used to de-

tect enemy radio signals, was an ASA man. 

platoon and served as the company’s clerks. 

One of my jobs was to make sure that the 

pilots and radio-intercept operators received 

Air Medals, one for every 20 hours in the air 

-
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weekly. There were so many 

-

-

-

-

-

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

When I reached the 156th, -

-

-

-

Crews at Can Tho 

Army Airfield flew 
in RU-6 Beavers, 
equipped to detect 
enemy radio signals. 

Air Medals,

awarded for  
every 20 hours 

flown on combat 
missions, were in 

abundance at Can 
Tho, where crews 
flew so oten that 

many earned  
one practically 

every week.

An RU-6 Beaver 

sits on the tarmac at 
the Can Tho airfield, 
used by the 156th 
Aviation Company.
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predecessor, were all correctly typed and 

carefully documented, with the required af-

-

mended for an award harassed me for not 

for one award would be supported by those 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

of the phony recommendations were for our MPs, who 

-

-

trated by the local VC cadre who rounded up some teen-

-

-

-

-

honor of our unit with such a dubious 

-

-

-

-

-

Later that year my friend Bill,

-

The Distinguished 
Service Cross is the 

Army’s second-highest 
award ater the 
Medal of Honor.  
The Silver Star is  

third-highest. 
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withdrew. No one was badly injured, 

and no vehicles were damaged.

By the time the convoy got back 

were pumped up and excited. “Don’t 

let anyone tell you that combat isn’t a 

-

tened and then told them to calm down and 

unload the trucks. 

quiet, but no one teased him about 

guys had panic attacks during 

mortar bombardments, including 

-

thing quietly noted, but not dis-

cussed. You just hoped that it 

wouldn’t happen again. Everybody 

As the younger men were shout-

ing and slapping each other on the 

them particularly liked Bill, but they were all 

talking enthusiastically about how he had led 

them to victory. They had no idea how lucky they 

had been. The Viet Cong had not used an L-shaped am-

-

showed me the Band-Aid on his sternum, above his dia-

“Do you have it?”

Bill dug into his pocket and pulled out a tiny glass 

 

though we had tried to deny Bill something he had earned. 

another, more important reason. 

“That scratch is right over your 

3 inches deeper, he would have bled out and 

hard in the chair next to my desk, sud-

might actually die in Vietnam 

-

But Bill recovered and ap-

hauling his usual extra gear. But he 

was a more sober, less enthusiastic 

-

out his endorsement, there was no chance the medal 

would be approved. Bill didn’t think he had done anything 

special, so he didn’t care. 

-

-

-

turns out that way. V

-

The Purple Heart 
award for combat 

wounds requires the 
signature of a 

medical o�cer.



hen Vietnam Veterans pass 

into eternity they don’t just 

fade away, they depart with sound and 

fury! And they leave a huge hole in 

the heart of the Vietnam Community. 

The fine art print, “The Offering” by 

military artist Britt Taylor Collins is a

farewell tribute to a Vietnam Veteran. 

Proudly displaying the American flag 

to a passing formation of Hueys, the 

old soldier never suspects they are 

angels on a mission to escort him home.
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Edward Lansdale, center, who 
worked with the CIA in Saigon 
from 1954 to ‘56, returned on 
Aug. 29, 1965, as a special 
assistant to U.S. Ambassador 
Henry Cabot Lodge.

CIA   MAN   THOUGHT   HE 
HAD   WINNING   FORMULA

The Road Not Taken: 
Edward Lansdale  
and the American 
Tragedy in Vietnam
By Max Boot,  

Liveright, 2018

Could Ed Lansdale have won the Viet-

nam War if U.S. leaders had just listened 

to him and followed his advice? That’s 

the intriguing question that Max Boot’s 

nearly 800-page biography raises about 

one of the war’s most controversial and 

seems genuine—not publicity-hyping 

hyperbole. 

-

1954 as a burgeoning communist insur-

gency was spreading throughout South 

-

lonial regime was packing up to leave.

 He had already been instrumental 

in engineering the defeat of another 

the Philippines’ Hukbalahap movement. 

During assignments in Manila in 

1945-48 and 1951-53, Lansdale—a 

former civilian advertising executive 

and self-taught counterguerrilla strat-

egist—managed (nearly single-hand-

edly, according to Boot) to persuade 

the Philippines’ leadership to institute 

sweeping reforms that robbed the Huk 

while simultaneously strengthening 

government control of the population. 

Key to Lansdale’s success in insti-

tuting and promoting that anti-Huk 

campaign was his ability to forge close 

-

pino leaders, notably defense minister 

and later president Ramon Magsaysay 

(for whose 1953 presidential campaign 

and victory, Boot claims, Lansdale fully 

deserves credit).

But all insurgencies are not the same, 

and Vietnam in 1954 was not the Phil-

-

saysay, Lansdale developed a personal 

bond with South Vietnam’s leader, Ngo 

Dinh Diem, but he lacked the intimate, 

personal knowledge of Vietnamese cul-

ture, history, geography and politics—

the type of background he had gained in 

the Philippines from many years there 

(and, not incidentally, through a long 

Pat Kelly, who was not merely Lans-

dale’s lover but also his partner in the 

Despite Lansdale’s superb skill in 

building trust and mutual respect with 

managed to antagonize nearly everyone 
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he encountered in the U.S. government, including his 

own superiors in the military, CIA, State Department 

and other agencies. Lansdale may have been a true vi-

sionary in counterinsurgency campaigns, but he proved 

to be woefully inept in his attempts to cultivate high-

level support for his groundbreaking strategy.

Lansdale rightfully deserves credit for recognizing 

Diem as the only South Vietnamese leader capable of ral-

lying strong popular support for the nascent democra-

cy’s central government as it battled the Hanoi-directed 

communist insurgency. Indeed, Lansdale’s support en-

abled Diem to survive several coup attempts during the 

1950s and early ’60s. But Lansdale was tragically un-

able to prevent his own government from engineering 

the 1963 coup in which Diem was assassinated.

However, the central question remains: Could Lans-

dale’s roadmap for victory, with its emphasis on coun-

terinsurgency campaigns, have led to a better result in 

Vietnam? 

-

-

strably false assumption that South Vietnam fell to a 

communist-led guerrilla insurrection supported by the 

masses, who rose up and overthrew the Saigon govern-

guerrilla warfare. That, of course, did not happen. 

As early as 1966, with the guerrilla movement in 

South Vietnam faltering, North Vietnam sent men 

southward to begin replacing its dangerously depleted 

guerrilla cadres with troops from the regular army. And 

remaining Viet Cong units and revolutionary leaders in 

the South, the Politburo in Hanoi simply changed its war-

naked, overpowering invasion of South Vietnam led by 

North Vietnamese Army troops. 

Although the North would still use guerrilla tactics 

based on classic guerrilla war strategy. There would be 

no more attempts at a popular uprising to overthrow 

the Saigon government. 

When the communist strategy shifted toward con-

-

failed miserably in the face of U.S. air power and mas-

sive logistical support for South Vietnam. But once the 

U.S. abandoned the Republic of Vietnam in 1973, Hanoi 

persevered with that strategy and rolled over the coun-

try’s defenders in April 1975 with a massive invasion 

of tanks, artillery and infantry.

—Jerry D. Morelock 

Shortly before noon on April 30, 1975, a North Vietnamese tank rumbled through 

ending the Vietnam War. Stunningly, North Vietnam—despite losing most of the 

the mighty United States and its South Vietnamese ally.  

the subject of Pierre Asselin’s aptly titled book, Vietnam’s American War. 

Asselin, a professor of history and U.S. foreign relations at San Diego State 

States to the 1946-54 First Indochina War, in which Vietnam won its independence 

a communist North and noncommunist South.

The United States, concerned about the threat of communist expansion in 

-

trayed in the book as a wise, temperate and pragmatic leader, feared American 

it. Hanoi, under his cautious stewardship, largely pursued a policy of economic 

and socialist revolution in the North, not war with the South.

militant faction led by Party First Secretary Le Duan. Convinced that only armed 

pushed a resolution through the Politburo in 1963, authorizing what amounted to 

Vietnam’s American 
War: A History
By Pierre Asselin,  

Cambridge University 

Press, 2018 

Power Politics in North Vietnam 
Changed the Direction of the War
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Combat at Close 
Quarters: An 
Illustrated History 
of the U.S. Navy in 
the Vietnam War 
Edited by Edward J. 
Marolda

Covering both the air 
war and river 
combat during the 

more than 200 

not only the 

men and women who 

Path to a Lonely 
War: A Naval 
Hospital Corpsman 
with the Marines in 
Vietnam, 1965 
By Richard W. 
Schaefer

Vietnam. Schaefer 

during the early 
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the Soviet Union to obtain financial and 

 

Le Duan, first secretary 
of North Vietnam’s 
Communist Party, speaks 
on Sept. 9, 1969, at an 
event honoring Ho Chi 
Minh, who died Sept. 2.
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TOGETHER THEN.

TOGETHER AGAIN.

1-877-231-9277 (Toll Free)  www.VietnamBattlefieldTours.com

Return to the places you served.
We can take you there.
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It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts 
your feet safely on the fl oor 
– you’re ready to go!

It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a 
comfortable and relaxing 
night’s sleep

It’s a “Chair”– for 
crafting, eating, visiting 
with friends and family
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HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

Dave@hmchonors.com
www.hmchonors.com

P.O. Box 547VN, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

• FREE COLOR CATALOG

• 2500+ Military Designs

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines

• Call now! Toll-free!

1-888-223-1159

• Custom pins & patches available. 

Dealer inquiries welcome.
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64 VIETNAM

MILTON  
LEE OLIVE III
First black soldier to receive

Medal of Honor in Vietnam

By Doug Sterner

Although President Harry S. Truman’s Executive 

Order 9981 ended segregation in the military in July 

the desegregation. He had grown up in a segregated 

town and said the “N-word” occasionally. But he didn’t 

members, but he also stayed on his grand-

without paying poll taxes that had been 

students participating in “Mississippi 

about their rights and their potential to bring 

change at the polls. When the school year ended in 

1964, Olive became a volunteer in The Mississippi 

The escalating violence concerned Olive’s grand-

Mississippi didn’t count, and he would have to repeat 

job, but that didn’t pan out either. On his 18th birthday 

countenance, quiet demeanor and tendency to avoid 

then the private threw his body over the explosive, 

V

Doug Sterner, an Army veteran who served two tours 
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Clarksville, Tennessee appreciates veterans, 

and they show it in a big way each year with a 

huge Welcome Home Veterans Celebration.

 This year, during September 12-16, the com-

munity will host multiple activities to celebrate 

and honor veterans, with an emphasis on 

Vietnam veterans.

 Clarksville City Councilman and U.S. Air Force 

Veteran Geno Grubbs was visibly moved after 

hearing about all of the activities slated for the 

week. “This is one of the best things our commu-

nity has ever done to honor veterans,” he said.

 Activities for the Celebration include: 

• American Traveling Tribute Wall at Beachaven 

Vineyards and Winery. This 80-percent scale 

version of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Wash-

ington, DC spans 360-foot and contains every 

name that is etched on the original monument. 

At its apex, the memorial is an impressive eight 

feet tall.

 The Wall will open for public display at noon 

on  September 13, and will remain open 24 hours 

a day until 3:00p.m. on September 16.

• Field of Honor – Veterans Tribute flag display 

will also be at Beachaven September 12-16. Part 

of a nationally recognized community program, 

the Field of Honor will pay tribute to the strength 

and unity of Americans, and will honor veterans 

who served our nation to preserve our security 

and freedoms.

• Remembering Our Fallen photographic war 

memorial honors our country’s military fallen 

from The War on Terror (9/11/2001 - present). This 

traveling monument includes both military and 

personal photos. Its legacy will be that these 

men and women will be remembered and their 

names will be spoken.

• A Wreath Laying and Massing of the Colors 

will take place at the Wall on September 13 at 

3:30p.m. 

• A Remembrance Ceremony  the evening 

of September 13 is open to the public and will 

include music, speakers, and a special time of 

remembrance. 

• A Valor Luncheon will be held on September 

14 at 11:00am featuring a key note speaker and 

presentation from Quilts of Valor.

• Welcome Home Parade is Saturday, Sep-

tember 15 at 10:00a.m. in historic downtown 

Clarksville. To participate in the parade, veterans 

should register at the event’s website, 

welcomehomeveteranscelebration.com. 

 Plus, enjoy concerts and other activities 

throughout the week. Keep up to date at

welcomehomeveteranscelebration.com.

 AARP is the premier sponsor for all event 

activities. AARP members can receive an 18% 

discount on all ticketed events with the code 

WELCOME50. 

 To participate in any of the activities, or for 

more information about these or other event, 

please contact Frances Manzitto by email at 

frances@visitclarksvilletn.com or call 931-245-

4345.

 Clarksville, Tennessee’s fifth-largest city, is 

located 40 miles northwest of Nashville on I-24.

Clarksville, Tennessee Welcomes Veterans 
with 5-Day Celebration
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